THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY has . . . never failed to realise that the geo-
graphical and political situation of the Reich renders the establishment
of a strong Army necessary.

Social Democratic Party Pamphlet, Ein ernstes
Wort in ernster Zeit, 1913.

ON the whole, modern war may be regarded as a capitalistic enter-
prise. This is a point of view which ought not, to be disguised, but,
on the contrary, fully and frankly upheld, if we are to find economic
justification for war and armaments. . . .

War is no longer waged in the interest of the public treasury, but
in the interest of the economic development of the State. It is waged
with the object of intervening in the general economic conflict. . . .
We must judge wars not by the speeches with which they are opened,
but by the clauses with which they are closed.

FRIEDRICH NAUMANN.!    Bibl. V, 120, pp. 263-4.

COMMERCE must be obtained by force of arms. . . . The policy of a
great Reich can be based only on the old Roman saying: Odertnt dum
metuant.

Der Reichslote, May 1913.

WAR is the most sublime and sacred manifestation of human action
. . . for us, too, the glad, great hour of a struggle will strike one day.
. . . Quietly and deeply must the joy of war and the longing for it
live in the German heart. . . . Yes, war is beautiful.

Jungdeutschlands Post, Jan. 1913.

A GO-AHEAD people like ourselves, developing at such a rate, needs
new land for its energies, and if peace does not provide it, then there
is only war left. To foster this realisation is the task of the
Wehrverein (Defence Association). . . . Let the appeal to arms
remain a sacred right of the people. The Wehrverein demands of
the Government the kind of rearmament that will enable us to achieve
a rapid victory without too great sacrifices in blood.

GENERAL VON WROCHEM, in Danziger Neueste
Nachrichten, 6 March 1913.

1 Friedrich Naumann (1860-1919), evangelical theologian; politician; Pastor to
the Home Mission at Frankfurt-am-Main, afterwards writer in Berlin. In 1896
founded the National Social Union. Member of the Reichstag. During 1914-18
war put forward a 'Central Europe' programme of economic organisation.
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